EUROPEAN UNION AND UNESCO ASSISTED EASTERN EUROPEAN SCIENTISTS TO ATTEND INTERACT’95

by Prof. Brian Shackel (GB)*

PUBLICATIONS continued from page 7

IFIP Policies to Help Publisher

In order to consider all these issues more thoroughly, the Technical Assembly commissioned a task force, chaired by Dr. Roger Johnson (GB), which met one evening to discuss the problems and create a plan for action. The task force concluded that electronic publication (except for CD–ROMs) is not likely to be practical for IFIP within the next five years, although some doubt it will take that long. The task force recommended the following:

• If possible, conference proceedings should be available and distributed at the time of the conference. (This is a reiteration of an existing policy.) The cost (purchase from C&H at a reduced price) should be borne by the conference organizers.

• In order to reduce C&H expenses, the cost of copies of the proceedings for contributors, previously furnished free by C&H, should henceforth be borne by the event organizers and included in their budgets.

• To assist C&H, an attempt should be made early in the publication process to evaluate the market potential of the proceedings. (The task force did not indicate who would make this evaluation or how.)

No recommendations were made concerning electronic publication five years hence.

Mr. Hammond warned the GA that a delay in the approval of these recommendations might jeopardize the publication of some marginally profitable books. The GA approved the recommendations. The PC, now chaired by Dr. Johnson, will take up the work of the task force.

T^{he theme we set for INTERACT’95,}

IFIP’s Fifth International Conference on Human–Computer Interaction (HCI), was “Bringing People Together.” As well as bringing together the usual participants, we fulfilled this theme with especial success by being able to offer IFIP Awards to bring 18 scientists from the former Soviet Union and other Eastern European countries to Lillehammer, Norway, to INTERACT.

Well before the Conference, the IFIP Technical Committee on HCI (TC13) decided that attempts should be made to encourage Eastern HCI scientists to go West. Consequently, as the TC13 chairman, I agreed to approach the IFIP Developing Countries Support Committee (DCSC) for a starting grant, and also, from my institution’s experience of the European Union (EU), I thought there could be some hope for an EU grant.

The approach to the DCSC was successful; that initiative also revealed that the IFIP Contracts Officer, Mr. Plamen Nedkov (BG), had assisted the German Gesellschaft für Informatik to obtain grants from both UNESCO and the EU for the same purpose for IFIP Congress ’94. Nedkov suggested that the same UNESCO and EU contacts could perhaps be used. I readily agreed and wrote the proposals, which Nedkov submitted to UNESCO and to two sections of the EU, in a developing process over two months.

The decision from UNESCO came quite soon, with a grant of U.S.$3,000, which enabled us to offer three awards of IFIP Fellow (although at a minimum cash level, because of the recent large drop in the U.S. dollar exchange rate). Because of changes of Commission staff at the EU, there were delays in responding to our proposal to establish an ongoing project (INTERACT–EAST, with this year’s proposal being for Project I’95EAST). Finally, 10 days before the start of the conference and after helpful verbal assurances in advance, the EU grant of 22,750 ECU was confirmed. This EU grant enabled the proposed IFIP Projectee awards to be offered, and also enabled a supplement to the IFIP Fellow awards, so that they could provide more help with travel as well as costs at the conference in Lillehammer.

* past TC13 chairman

About 6 months before the EU grant was decided, a general announcement was made via e-mail and through various contacts in the East. From the applications submitted, a small sub-committee of TC13 with the INTERACT’95 programme committee chairman selected, with almost unanimous ratings, the three IFIP Fellows. Others were informed of the possibility of an award if the EU grant were received.

Finally, 22 Eastern European scientists were informed that an award had been made in their favour. Unfortunately, the EU grant and this announcement arrived too late for four of them to get visas or make their travel arrangements. We were able, however, to welcome 18 scientists from Eastern Europe to INTERACT’95.

Their attendance at INTERACT’95 was an undoubted success. Many letters and email messages of thanks, and hopes to continue and develop further the contacts made, have been received. Any reader who wishes to contact any of these Eastern European scientists may contact me for an e-mail or fax number, at the address below.

IFIP, and especially TC13, thank UNESCO and the EU for these grants. Naturally, both IFIP and TC13 hope that this success in achieving the first direct grant to IFIP from the EU will set a precedent and make it easier for IFIP to obtain similar awards in the future.

For further information about this work, please contact

Professor Emeritus B. Shackel HUSAT Research Institute &

Department of Human Sciences University of Technology Loughborough, LE11 3TU, U.K.

tel: +44-1509-223010, fax: +44-1509-212664 e-mail: b.shackel@lut.ac.uk

The “Changes in IFIP” column has been discontinued because the Secretariat will be providing that information on-line on a regular basis.

The new addresses for accessing the IFIP database can be found in the masthead on page 2.